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here is one ... coming after me, whose sandal strap | am not
worthy to untie." Untying sandal straps was no prestigious job.
In the days of John the Baptist, those straps would have been
especially unpleasant to deal with. Besides the usual odors that
accompany sockless leather footwear, there would have been
the grime and dirt from the sandy roads and paths that swirled
around the people who went everywhere on foot. Taking off
someone's shoes upon their arrival was the task of the lowly
servants. So when John says he's unworthy of doing this task for
the "one who is coming after me," he is putting himself in a very
humble position. And rightly so.
John realizes that Christ - the Anointed One, the Messiah - is so
far above him, so far above any of us, that we are truly unworthy
of him. Indeed, the Son of God is not just the greatest of men;
he is God-made-man and in his presence we most appropriately
should bow in humble homage. Yet this God chose to stoop
down to our human level and walk among us. He chose to get
his sandals dirty. And still today he chooses to allow us to
encounter him as a friend and companion.
But as John reminds us by his example, this encounter with the
Lord is not the result of our own merits or accomplishments. We
are sinners who stand in need of Christ's help. But thanks be to
God, he is always willing to extend this help to us. As St. Paul
says in today's epistle, "May the God of peace make you
perfectly holy." Indeed it is God who does the perfecting, not us
by our own power. So let us approach the Lord this Advent sea-
son with a spirit of hopeful humility, trusting that God alone can
make us worthy of welcoming his Son.

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS

A religious sister writes, “When we see the generous response of
so many thousands of persons in order to help us, religious men
and women, we are left speechless.” Senior sisters, brothers,
and religious order priests across the country send heartfelt
thanks and prayers for your donation to last week’s Retirement
Fund for Religious collection.

A Message from Fr. Mathew
Dear parishioners,

In case any of you wonder “Where is Fr. Mat?” after the
new year, know that | am going home to visit with family from
January 3rd until February 9th. During my absence, Fr. Maurice
Maroney from Milford, CT, Fr. Bill Sokolowski from Torrington,
CT, and Fr. Anthony Bruno from Somers, CT will be helping out
our Parish.

Please keep me in your prayers so that | may have a safe
journey. Thank you all for your thoughtfulness.

THE CATHOLIC MISSION AID SOCIETY
THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH
MISSIONARY CHILDHOOD ASSOCIATION
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF HARTFORD

Dear Father Golas,

Thank you very much for the generous World Mission
Sunday contribution of $4,097 from the people of
Holy Family Church.

On World Mission Sunday, your parish community joined
with Catholics throughout the world in support of the work and
witness of the Mission Church, through which the poor receive
practical help and experience God's love and mercy, His hope
and peace.

Please continue your connection with the Mission Church

year round through MISSIO. Learn more about connecting your
parish directly with those laboring in the Missions at missio.org.

Again, | am most grateful to you for encouraging the
missionary spirit of prayer and sacrifice among your
parishioners. Know that you and they remain in my prayers -
and in the prayers of those they help in the Missions.

Sincerely,

Reverend Robert B. Vargo
Archdiocesan Director
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Vocations to the Priesthood

The Vocation Office of the Archdiocese of Hartford invites
everyone to come and pray for an increase of vocations to the
priesthood in our Archdiocese at four special Holy Hours,
celebrated by Fr. Jeff Gubbiotti, Vocation Director for the
Archdiocese. Each Holy Hour begins at 7:00 pm and will be fol-
lowed by a light “coffee-and” reception so we have the chance
to meet one another. Please join us!

January 11, 7:00 pm March 13", 7:00 pm
St. Josephine Bakhita Parish Our Lady of the Angels
767 Elm Street in Rocky Hill Convent Chapel
February 21%, 7:00 pm 1315 Enfield Street in Enfield
Most Holy Trinity Parish April 16™, 7:00 pm
68 N. Colony Street St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish
in Wallingford East Main Street in Thomaston
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Please consider joining the St. John Vianney Vocation Prayer Society.

Visit our website, www.hartfordpriest.com.
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St. Bernard School Welcomes You!

Where Faith and Knowledge Meet...

A

LITTLE ANGELS RECEIVE ADVENT BLESSING

On Monday, December 4“‘, students from Little Angels Catholic
Preschool met inside St. Bernard Church to celebrate the First
Week of Advent. While in church, students heard a brief
explanation from teacher Mrs. Elaine Kosa regarding the hay
placed in the manger in anticipation of the birth of baby Jesus,
and some of the traditions Christians partake in regarding the
display of Nativity sets in their homes. Fr. Golas blessed the hay
and then lit the first candle on the Advent wreath, representing
the first week of Advent.

Fr. Golas lights the first candle on
the Advent wreath,
symbolizing the first week of
Advent, while Michael McCracken,
Isabella Moore and George Mena
ask questions and look on.

Fr. Golas blesses the hay to be
distributed to each of
the children.

Fifth graders from Mrs. Grout's class did a wonderful job with an
Advent wreath ceremony during the holy day Mass on
December 8th at the school. It added a very special touch to
the celebration!

Catholic Prc-s_éhool

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A LITTLE ANGEL
When our “Little Angels” aren’t learning about Advent, they
are very busy with the day-to-day activities the Pre-School has
to offer. Whether it’s choosing the perfect book to read,
becoming a firefighter, exercising, or just enjoying lunch with
friends, these “Little Angels” know how to enjoy each day!
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ST. BERNARD SCHOOL DESIGNER PURSE BINGO
FUNDRAISER EVENT

Come join us for a night out full of fun, laughs, light
refreshments, BYOB and BINGO! You could have a chance to win

and much more!
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Tons of raffle prizes, too!!

Anyone interested in donating a raffle basket please contact us!!
The more raffle prizes the more money we raise for our school!!
Contact Michelle / 860-670-4699 or Victoria / 860-268-7868
Find the event on Facebook and invite your friends!

$35 = price of admission, ten (10) Bingo games, a Bingo dabber,
and one (1) raffle ticket for door prizes.
Saturday, January 20, 2018
St. Bernard School Gymnasium
Doors open at 6:00 pm
BINGO at 7:00 pm

SEE YOU THERE!!

Power
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Sacraments

BAPTISM
Baptism Prep class occurs
on the first Sunday of the
month after the 10:30 am

Mass in the Meeting
Room. Monthly Baptisms
are scheduled for the 3rd

Sunday of each month
after the 10:30 am Mass or
by appointment. For more

information regarding
baptisms please contact
the rectory at
(860) 749-8353, and join us
for the monthly
Baptism prep class.
(SB)

Preparation class for
parents held monthly. Call
Deacon Vincent Motto at

860-745-7865 or email
DeaconVince@cox.net to
schedule attendance.
Baptisms are booked only
after all paperwork is on
file. Parents must be
registered parishioners.
(HF)
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays at 4 pm at each
church and
by appointment.
CONFIRMATION
In the Hartford Archdio-
cese, students are
confirmed in their
sophomore year after a
year of preparation.
Please contact our
Religious Education
Director for
more information.

MATRIMONY
Arrange with pastor at
least 6 months before

wedding date.

HOLY ORDERS
Young men interested
in the priesthood should
speak with any priest for
more information. Please
visit hartfordpriest.com.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Priests are available for
anointing either at home
or in the hospital. Please
contact the parish office
to arrange.

Location Key:

HF = Holy Family Church
SB = St. Bernard Church
SBS = St. Bernard School
LA = Little Angels PreSchool
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ADORATION CANCELED
Adoration is canceled on
Friday, December 22nd in

preparation for
Christmas Masses.

SATURDAY DECEMBER 16

4 pm . .. Confessions (HF, SB)

4:30 pm . .. Rosary with the Legion of Mary (SB)

5 pm ... Vigil Mass: Third Sunday of Advent (HF, SB)

SUNDAY DECEMBER 17 (THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT)
7:30am. .. Mass (HF)

7:30 am . .. Rosary with the Legion of Mary (SB)

8am... Mass (SB)

9am...Mass (HF)

10 am ... Breakfast with St. Nicholas (HF Fr. Kerwan Hall)
10:30 am . .. Mass (SB)

11 am... Mass (HF)

11:30 am . .. December Baptisms (SB)

12 pm.. .. Pre-Baptism class (HF Rooms 2 & 3)

12 pm . .. Breakfast with St. Nicholas (HF Fr. Kerwan Hall)

MONDAY DECEMBER 18

7 am. .. Rosary (SB Chapel)

7:30 am . .. Daily Mass (SB Chapel)

8 am. .. Daily Mass (HF)

8:30 am ... Rosary (HF)

9am ... Daily Mass (HF)

7 pm -8 pm ... Confessions (SB)

7 pm ... Confirmation class (HF Fr. Kerwan Hall)

7 pm ... St. Vincent de Paul Society Meeting (SB Meeting Room)

TUESDAY DECEMBER 19

7 am. .. Rosary (SB Chapel)

7:30 am . .. Daily Mass (SB Chapel)

8 am. .. Daily Mass (HF)

8 am ... Legion of Mary (SB Meeting Room)
8:30 am ... Rosary (HF)

9 am. .. Daily Mass (HF)

2 pm... Legion of Mary (HF Rooms 2 & 3)
3:30 pm ... Rosary (HF)

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 20

7 am ... Rosary (SB Chapel)

7:30 am . .. Daily Mass (SB Chapel)

8 am ... Daily Mass (HF)

8:30 am ... Rosary (HF)

9 am ... Daily Mass (HF)

6:15 pm . . . Bingo Sales Begin ® 7 pm ... Game Begins (HF)

THURSDAY DECEMBER 21

8:30 am ... Rosary (HF)

9 am. .. Daily Mass (HF)

7 pm ... Choir Rehearsal (HF Rooms 2 & 3)
7 pm -8 pm. .. Confessions (HF)

FRIDAY DECEMBER 22

7 am ... Rosary (SB Chapel)

7:30 am . .. Daily Mass (SB Chapel)

8 am ... Daily Mass (HF)

8:30 am ... Little Angels Holiday Concert (SB Church)
8:30 am.. .. Rosary (HF)

9am ... Daily Mass (HF)

3 pm. .. Divine Mercy Chaplet, Benediction (HF)

SATURDAY DECEMBER 23

8:30 am . .. Daily Mass (HF)

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm . . . Confessions (HF, SB)

5 pm ... Vigil Mass (Fourth Sunday of Advent) (HF, SB)

SUNDAY DECEMBER 24 (FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT)
7:30 am. .. Mass (HF)

8am...Mass (SB)

9am...Mass (HF)

10:30 am . .. Mass (SB)

11am... Mass (HF)

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
St. Bernard Confirmation
students will NOT meet
Sunday, December 17th.
This class is rescheduled to
Sunday, January 28th.
Details to follow.

Holy Family Confirmation
students will meet Monday,
December 18th at 7:00 pm in

Fr. Kerwan Hall.

Grade 2 SB/SBS

There will be a parent
meeting for the St. Bernard
School and St. Bernard CCD

2nd graders in the St. Bernard

Church Chapel Sunday,

December 17th at 9:15 am.
At least one parent
must attend.

4:00 pm Christmas Eve
Children's Mass at
St. Bernard Church
CCD students: If you signed up
to participate in the 4:00 pm
Children's Mass on December
24th at St. Bernard, please
meet Mrs. Chase in the church
at 3:30 pm, dressed in your
Sunday best!

No CCD over the
Christmas Break

There will be NO CCD
December 21st - January 3rd.
Classes will resume on
January 4th.

Have a very blessed and
wonderful Christmas.

Mrs. Chase




At St. Bernard Church, the
sanctuary candle in the church
burns in memory of Walter Sagon;
the chapel candle burns in
memory of Anna and Michael
O’Connell. Contact the SB church
office for information about having SATURDAY DECEMBER 16
the sanctuary candles burn for your intention. 5 pm Vigil. . . Francis Gannuscio (Requested by his Wife and Family) - HF
5 pm Vigil. . . John N. Wyse, 17th Anniversary (Requested by the Family) - SB
SUNDAY DECEMBER 17 (THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT)
ADVENT CONFESSION SCHEDULE 7:30 am. .. Ang'ela Opito (Requested by Mr. and Mrs. James Daigle? - HF
8 am. .. Josephine and Douglas Loftus (Requested by Nancy O’Konis) - SB
9 am. .. Betty and Jonathan O’Donnell (Requested by Daughters

and Family) - HF
10:30 am. . . Julie A. Fallon, 3" Anniversary (Requested by Joe and Linda

The Confession schedule for Advent will be
Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 pm.
Additional opportunities for this sacrament are
Monday, December 18th from 7:00 - 8:00 pm at

Fallon) - SB
St. Be7r'r(1)grd8(2‘ggrch, Tth:rsldaFy, Dﬁcecrﬂberhﬂs’;from 11 am. .. St. Jeanne Jugan Parishioners - HF
DU - e:U0 pm at Holy Family £hurch an MONDAY DECEMBER 18

Saturday, December 23rd from 3:30 - 4:30 pm at

both Churches. 7:30 am. . . William Hilliard (Requested by Gerry Hilliard) - SB

8 am. .. Almeria Gaudette (Requested by Ray and Doris Leduc) - HF
9 am. .. Norman and Theresa LaRose (Requested by their Children) - HF

TUESDAY DECEMBER 19
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 7:30 am. . . St. Jeanne Jugan Parishioners — SB
8 am. .. Stephen Kolodziejczyk) (Requested by Wife, Children, Grandchildren
Christmas Eve: Christmas Day: and Son-in-law) - HF
4:00 pm (HF) 8:00 am (HF) 9 am. .. Daniel Healy, 39th Anniversary (Requested by Family) - HF
4:00 pm (Children’s 9:00 am (SB) WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 20
Mass - SB) 10:00 am (HF) 7:30 am. . . Fr. Raymond Gallagher (8th Pastor) - SB
5:30 pm (SB) 8 am. .. Gail King (Requested by Joyce and Roger Chenard) - HF
6:00 pm (HF) 9 am. .. Doris Blaney (Requested by Friends) - HF
Midnight (SB) THURSDAY DECEMBER 21
9 am. .. Ralph Ritacco, Jr., 6th Anniversary (Requested by Barbara and Ed
Vaghini) - HF
FRIDAY DECEMBER 22
WINTER POLICY FOR DAILY MASS 7:30 am. .. Thomas Sroka (Requested by the Family) - SB

(HOLY FAMILY CHURCH & ST. BERNARD CHURCH) 8 am. .. Tom Vandevanter (Requested by Family) - HF

] ] 9 am. .. John Soucy (Requested by (Carl and Jeannette Flora) - HF
For all daily Masses scheduled Monday - Friday, SATURDAY DECEMBER 23

when Enfield publi.c school§ are cancelled or 8:30 am. . . Edward J. Donohue - HF
delayed, then the daily Mass is cancelled for that
day. This policy is made to provide for the safety of
all. Your understanding is appreciated.

5 pm Vigil . .. Charles R. Branchini (Requested by Wife and Daughters) - HF
5 pm Vigil. . . Bob Turmelle (Requested by Marge Turmelle and Family) - SB
SUNDAY DECEMBER 24 (FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT)

7:30 am. . . Mirella Kahriman (Requested by Sanzo, locco, and Kollisch

Families)- HF
NEW DAILY MASS SCHEDULE AT 8 am. .. Louis Norm?’:\n and Florence Marie Roberge (Requested by
HOLY FAMILY CHURCH Sharon Roberge and Cathy Gwiazda) - SB
REMINDER: Beginning January 1, 2018, there will 9 am. . . Richard Breton (Requested by the Paul Family) - HF
be one daily Mass at Holy Family Church at 10:30 am. . . Elenora Michalkiewicz (Requested by the Bonin and Chase
9:00 am Monday through Friday. Families) - SB

11 am. .. St. Jeanne Jugan Parishioners - HF

Eija Marie Hatcher
J

| ..., / Oliver Anthony Taggart MONDAY DEC 18: Jer 23:5-8¢Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7] *Mt 1:18-25

TUESDAY DEC 19: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25aPs 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 [cf. 8] oLk 1:5-25
WEDSNESDAY DEC 20: Is 7:10-14Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 7c and 10b] eLk 1:26-38
THURSDAY DEC 21: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18aePs 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21 [1a; 3a] ¢Lk 1:39-45
FRIDAY DEC 22: 1 Sm 1:24-281 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd [cf. 1a] oLk 1:46-56
SATURDAY DEC 23: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14 [cf. Lk 21:28] Lk 1:57-66
SUNDAY DEC 24: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16¢Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 [2a] *Rom 16:25-27¢

Lk 1:26-38

You can access the Daily Mass Readings via our parish app, at our parish Web site
(www.sjjenfield.org) or by visiting the U.S. bishop’s Web site (www.usccb.org).
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY - 12/17/17 after 10:30 am Mass (SB)

The St. Vincent de Paul Society handed out shopping bags for Christmas donations of food
for less fortunate members of our local community at St. Bernard Church after all the
Masses the weekend of December 9th and 10th. Please return your filled bags to

Fr. Fitzmaurice Hall by Sunday, December 17™ as they will be packing Christmas baskets
after the 10:30 am Mass.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL MEETING

The St. Vincent DePaul Society will be meeting on December 18th at 7:00 pm in the
Meeting Room at St. Bernard Church.

MASS FOR LIFE INTENTIONS AND BUS TRIP TO MARCH FOR LIFE 2018

A bus, sponsored by Mary Gate of Heaven Parish in Windsor Locks, will travel to
Washington for the March for Life 2018. The bus will leave Thursday evening,

January 18th and return Friday evening, January 19th. The cost is $50 for adults and $35
for teens. Anyone under the age of 18 must have an adult chaperone. Sponsorships are
available. There is no cost to clergy. For reservations and details, call bus co-captains

Hal Lareon at (860) 292-1914 or Francie Clark at (860) 749-4841. Additional sponsors and
donations are needed. Before the march, a Mass for pro-life intentions will be celebrated
at St. Mary Church, 42 Spring Street, Windsor Locks, on Monday, January 15th at 7:00 pm.
Reverend Robert Rousseau, Archdiocesan Director of Pro-Life Ministry, will be the
celebrant and will speak after Mass. Rosary will be at 6:30 pm with a light reception

to follow.

BINGO

Bingo is still in need of five volunteers to help in the kitchen and on the Bingo floor on
Wednesday evenings. Please call the office at (860) 741-2101 if you can volunteer.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

“The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me.” Let your
spirits be augmented by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next
weekends are February 2 - 4, 2018 and July 6 - 8, 2018, both in Manchester, CT. For more
information, call Dennis and Jane Lamondy at 860-481-3720 or visit them at
https://wwmectw.org/.

WOMEN’S RETREAT

There will be a women’s retreat at Holy Family Retreat Center January 5 - 7, 2018. The
theme this year is "Grace Enough". We talk about grace but don't always understand. We
hope to find the powerful message that God's grace is all we need. Join us for the
exploration of grace and its power to heal and bring courage. Start the new year with a
weekend to relax with friends and enjoy good food you don't have to cook. Energize
yourself spiritually and physically. For more information visit www.holyfamilyretreat.org,
info@holyfamilyretreat.org, or call 860-521-0440. You may also call Jeannette

at 860-745-2510.

BLOOD DRIVE

The Red Cross will be having a Blood Drive on Friday, January 12th from 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm
in Fr. Kerwan Hall at Holy Family Church. Please consider donating the gift of life.

Call 1-800-REDCROSS (1-800-733-2767) to schedule an appointment or visit
RedCrossBlood.org. You will receive a $5 Dunkin’ Donuts gift card, while supplies last,
when you arrive to donate.

Get in touch

ST. JEANNE JUGAN PARISH OFFICES

Holy Family Church
23 Simon Road - 860-741-2101

St. Bernard Church
426 Hazard Ave - 860-749-8353
Enfield, CT 06082

PASTORAL STAFF
Fr. John Golas, Pastor
pastor@sjjenfield.org

Fr. Mathew Kappalumakkel,
Parochial Vicar
fr.kappalumakkel@sjjenfield.org

Deacon Richard Boucher
Deacon Vincent Motto
Deacon Chris Vigliotta

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE
Sr. Theresa Marie Grochowski, CSSF

BUSINESS MANAGER
Loida Hilliard
sbbusiness@sjjenfield.org

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Kacey Violette (HF)
Administrative Assistant
admin@sjjenfield.org

Sally Siemionko (SB)
Administrative Assistant
sbadmin@sjjenfield.org

Lori Kedzior, Bookkeeper (HF)
hfbusiness@sjjenfield.org

ST. BERNARD SCHOOL
Charlene Mongillo, Principal
principal@sbsenfield.org
860-745-5275
www.sbsenfield.org

LITTLE ANGELS PRESCHOOL
Leesa Contreras
Administrative Assistant
860-745-6135
www.mylittleangelspreschool.com

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Beth Chase, Director
sbreled@sjjenfield.org
860-749-2993

Nancy Marco,
Administrative Assistant, Grades 1-8
(HF)
hfreled@sjjenfield.org
860-745-7770

Jane Sutphin, Confirmation (HF)
hfconfirm@sjjenfield.org
860-741-3307

MUSIC
Beth Surapine, Director of Music (SB)
860-749-6801

For Michael Dunning (Organist, HF),
Bridget Wcislo (Choir Director, HF) or
Denis Duclos (Folk Group, HF), please

call 860-741-2101


https://wwmectw.org/
http://www.holyfamilyretreat.org
mailto:info@holyfamilyretreat.org

2017 Annual Collection
Campaign Statistics
St. Bernard Church

Total # Pledged: Not available
Weekly Total Collected: $2,400

Thank You!

This year's Holiday Gift Card Sale was a big success!

Through the efforts and hard work of Ted and Chris Kiczuk in
coordination with Gloria Smole for Holy Family, we were able to
make the following:

Total Sales: $42,075.00
Total Profit: $3,150.74

A special thank you to all who supported this
worthwhile endeavor!!

PARISH SUPPORT

For the time being we will report the weekly giving totals for

St. Bernard (SB) and Holy Family (HF) separately in this space.
FYI: “Happy House” is a free-will collection taken up at HF to fund
construction of simple, sturdy houses in Haiti through the Haitian
Health Foundation. Gift cards for Dunkin Donuts, Big Y, Stop and
Shop, and Shop Rite are sold after Masses at SB with proceeds
going to St. Bernard School.

WEEKLY: $6,426 (HF) - $3,137 (SB)

ONLINE: $761 (HF) - $1,083 (SB)
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION: $1,813 (HF) - $1,107 (SB)
RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT: $3,046 (HF) - $1,245 (SB)
HAPPY HOUSE: $17 (HF)

GROCERY CARDS WEEKLY SALES/PROFIT: $2,865/$158 (SB)

YEAR-TO-DATE PROFIT: $5,223 (SB)

Oplatki (pronounced: Oh-Pwat-kee)
wafers are still available at the

St. Bernard Church rectory Monday theistmas
through Friday from 9:00 am to

Dpl&ﬁ:

wifegs
2:00 pm for $3 per package.
You can also place an order by calling either St. Bernard
Church rectory at 860-749-8353 or Holy Family Church rectory
at 860-741-2101.

QY Online Giving

FIND MORE NEWS AND PHOTOS
f ON OUR PARISH FACEBOOK PAGE.

Please visit sjjenfield.org to learn more

{ DOWNLOAD OUR PARISH APP BY TEXTING THE WORD
APP TO 88202 AND FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS.




