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Way back in 1959, when Pope
(now St.) John XXIII was only in

the third month of his papacy, he
called for a Church council, a gather-
ing of all the Church’s cardinals, lead-
ing theologians and others to discuss
how the Church could proclaim
Christ’s timeless message in a world
and culture which was even then
growing increasingly hostile to faith
and morals.

      
The Second Vatican Council was

launched and its chief goals weren’t
to do away with the Latin Mass or
have the priest turn his back on the
tabernacle when offering Mass,
though that’s all some people think
got accomplished. The goal of Vati-
can II was to re-propose to a world in
darkness that Christ is the light of the
nations and that the Catholic Church
founded by Jesus Christ is the stan-
dard bearer of that light to the world.
Therefore, the Church’s constant aim
— as it has been since her founding
— is to share that Light with the
world; in other words, to evangelize. 

      
For most of us, “evangelization”

is a strange-sounding word. It’s
Greek for “good news.” When the
Greek army won an important battle,
the general would send a herald back
to the king announcing the victory,
the “evangelion.”

      
The same term appears in the

New Testament. Jesus stands in the
temple and reveals his mission: to
“evangelize the poor” (Lk 4:18). After
his Ascension, the Apostles continue

Jesus’ mission to
“evangelize” (Acts 5:42).        

      
So if evangelization is such a part

of who we are, why are we so chal-
lenged to proclaim the good news of
the risen Lord to our family members,
to friends and co-workers...even to
strangers? 

      
People are spiritually disaffected

and disconnected; they’re bored.
To paraphrase Venerable Fulton J.
Sheen, whose writings and TV shows
from the 1950s and ’60s still ring true
today, it takes intellectual rigor to be
an atheist, someone who says there
is no God and makes a strong
(though misguided) argument for their
belief (or lack thereof). It just takes
laziness, however, to hold onto
warped or wrong views about God
and about Catholicism, and then to
persist in holding onto them when
the truth is so easily found.

      
Just as a pitcher sizes up the

batter and sends a signal to the
catcher about what kind of pitch he’s
going to throw, we need to size up
the landscape in our parish and our
community before launching out with
great programs of renewal. 

      
Becoming missionary disciples

and fostering the growth of parishes
where missionary discipleship drives
all parish programs and initiatives is
the goal of pastoral planning. Pope
Benedict XVI has said we must “em-
phasize the missionary character of
all pastoral activity.” It won’t happen
overnight, but it must indeed happen. 

LIVING AS MISSIONARY DISCIPLES
Welcome
We can trust and follow God even

—especially—in difficult times.
Today’s First Reading for Respect
Life Sunday (Ezekiel 18:25-28) tells
us that God is always on the side of
life: Following God’s ways can seem
difficult at first, but in the end, those
who turn away from sin “shall surely
live.” 

      
It can be a challenge to form the

conscience correctly when the things
that are right and just involve hard-
ship and sacrifice. We will have to
turn our backs on a lot that the pop-
ular culture and society tell us are
good for us. We know, however, that
our God-given human dignity is not
something that can be lost or dimin-
ished—regardless of circumstances.

      
Today’s Gospel (Matthew 21:28-

32) challenges us to follow the “way
of righteousness.” It is our deeds,
not simply our words and good in-
tentions, that count in following
Jesus. 

      
We have nothing to fear if we re-

main humble and open to what God
has planned for us...even when we
stumble and lose our way.

”“We must go to meet the people,
not wait for the people

to come to us.
P O P E  F R A N C I S

To help meet the
ongoing needs of

recovery and rebuilding efforts in Florida and Puerto
Rico after the recent hurricanes there, the U.S. bishops

have requested an additional relief collection for
Oct. 14-15. Please make your checks out to either Holy
Family or St. Bernard’s. Your generosity is appreciated
by all those who need our help and prayers at this time.

Denise Ambrosini
Douglas Heck
Susan Janssen



          

       
      

   

 

  

   

    

  

    

  

  

    

       
  

       
 

POPE FRANCIS
KICKS OFF  
TWO-YEAR

GLOBAL CAMPAIGN
TO HIGHLIGHT 

PLIGHT OF
REFUGEES AND 

MIGRANTS

“Share the Journey” is being organized by Caritas Internation-
alis, a group of more than 160 Catholic relief agencies around
the world. Caritas is the global arm of the Catholic Church’s re-
lief work and helps to address such problems as poverty, mi-
gration, emergencies, hunger and health.

Hartford Archbishop Leonard P. Blair has issued a letter about
“Share the Journey” and the role of parishes and individual
Catholics in this campaign as it unfolds over the next two years
(excerpts follow):

“According to our Holy Father, this public awareness campaign
will help to dispel the ‘culture of indifference’ and promote a
‘culture of encounter.’ It means seeing through the eyes of oth-
ers rather than turning a blind eye. In his words: ‘Not just to see
but to look. Not just to hear but to listen. Not just to meet and
pass by, but to stop. And, don’t just say, “What a shame, poor
people,” but allow ourselves to be moved by pity.’

“When I celebrate the customary Respect Life Mass at the
Cathedral of St. Joseph on Oct. 8 at 11 am, I will include the
message of ‘Share the Journey.’ ”

A week of prayer and action is scheduled for Oct. 7-13. To learn
more, please visit www.loveyourneighbor.us. 

(NOTE: At Holy Family Church, beginning Oct. 7-8, we will offer
the “Share the Journey” prayer at all Masses and discontinue
the prayer for religious liberty.)

The ‘culture of encounter’
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From Fr. Golas: 
Pastoral Planning Update

As we enter the season of autumn, school is under way
and our young people have returned to their classes. As a
parish, we are continuing to engage in the process of
merging Holy Family and St. Bernard into St. Jeanne
Jugan Parish. 
      The merger envisioned by the archdiocese has both
churches remaining open with a new parish administra-
tive structure. There will be one parish entity. A new cor-
poration of the parish is being formed with new tax
identification. The business managers have been working
on this aspect of the merger. There will be one parish
council and one finance council for St. Jeanne Jugan
Parish to be established. 
      At recent meetings of both parish and finance coun-
cils in both parishes, an Executive Committee (EC) and a
Merger Transition Team (MTT) were established as called
for by the archdiocese. It was decided to suspend the
present parish and finance councils to fully be involved in
this process. Members from the suspended councils at
both Holy Family and St. Bernard will serve on these new
committees. Members of the suspended finance and
parish councils not on these committees are being asked
to serve on subcommittees addressing various aspects of
the merger and parish life.
      The EC and MTT will serve as the lay leadership of the
parish until the new finance and parish councils can be
established. The names of the committee members and
the function of each committee will be published soon
both in the bulletin and at www.sjjenfield.org. 
      We are involved in a process that affects everyone. I
see this as an opportunity to consciously consider parish
needs, strengths, weaknesses and the totality of the re-
sources of the parish. From this process, there will be the
development of a strategic pastoral plan that will include
the following components: Mission, Vision, Objectives,
Goals and Guiding Principles. 
      Your interest and involvement is very necessary in
this process. I envision open parish meetings to listen to
your concerns and issues. In the meantime, I would be
happy to respond to your concerns at any time through
the contact information included in the bulletin or on the
parish Web site. 
      As the process is just beginning, there are many as-
pects to be considered but decisions are to be made in
the future. In the meantime, you will notice as much as
possible I am trying to maintain the present schedule and
operation of both parishes. I know the residents and the
Little Sisters of the Poor are praying for this process.
Let us add our prayers for God’s assistance and guidance
moving forward. I pray for God’s blessing on our parish,
our archdiocese, and our Church in this time of transition.     

On Sept. 27 at the Vatican, Pope Francis was
scheduled to launch a new international
campaign called “Share the Journey” to
increase awareness of and create solutions
for the estimated 244 million men, women
and children who are currently away from
their homeland due to war, persecution,
economic dislocation or other reasons. 



NEXT SENIORS LUNCH:
OCT. 10

The next Seniors Lunch
will be Tuesday Oct. 10

at St. Bernard Church hall
at noon. The menu is “un-
stuffed” stuffed cabbage.
All members of the parish
are welcome. If you did not
sign up at September’s
luncheon, please call Bar-
bara Bird at 860-749-0534
to reserve a seat.

THISWEEKBAPTISM
Third Sunday of the

month, by appointment.
Call 860-749-8353.

(SB)

Preparation class for
parents held monthly.
Call Deacon Vincent

Motto at 860-745-1865
or email

DeaconVince@cox.net
to schedule attendance.
Baptisms are booked

only after all paperwork
is on file. Parents must

be registered
parishioners. (HF)

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays at 4 pm at
each church and by

appointment.

CONFIRMATION
In the Hartford Archdio-

cese, students are 
confirmed in their 

sophomore year after a
year of preparation.

Please contact our Re-
ligious Education direc-

tors for more
information.

MATRIMONY
Arrange with pastor
at least 6 months

before wedding date.

HOLY ORDERS
Young men interested
in priesthood should
speak with any priest
for more information.

Please visit
hartfordpriest.com.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Priests are available
for anointing either at

home or in the hospital.
Please contact the

parish office to arrange.

Location Key:
HF=Holy Family Church
SB=St. Bernard Church
SBS=St. Bernard School
LA=Little Angels PreSchool

Next Sunday, Oct. 8, the
Legion of Mary will be

reciting the rosary led by
Deacon
Richard
Boucher after
the 10:30 am
Mass (SB) at
the grotto
behind St.

Bernard
church (rain or shine). 

      
On Saturday, Oct. 14 at

noon, the Legion of Mary
and the Rosary Guild from
St. Bernard and Holy Fam-
ily invite everyone to join
them in reciting the rosary
at the grotto. 

ROSARY AT GROTTO 
AT ST. BERNARD’S

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 30 (ST. JEROME)
4 pm … Confessions (HF, SB)
5 pm … Vigil Mass: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time (HF, SB)

SUNDAY OCTOBER 1 (26TH SUNDAY  IN ORDINARY TIME)
7:30 am … Mass (HF)
8 am … Mass (SB)
9 am … Mass (HF)
9:15 am ... Religious Education (SB, Grades 1-8)
10:30 am … Mass (SB)
11 am … Mass (HF)
Noon ... Baptismal Preparation Class (SB)

MONDAY OCTOBER  2  (HOLY GUARDIAN ANGELS)
7 am ... Rosary (SB • Chapel)
7:30 am ... Daily Mass (SB • Chapel)
8 am … Daily Mass (HF)
8:30 am … Rosary (HF)
9 am … Daily Mass (HF)
3 pm ... Prayer Shawl Meeting (SB • Chapel; New members welcome)

TUESDAY OCTOBER 3
7 am ... Rosary (SB • Chapel )
7:30 am ... Daily Mass (SB • Chapel)
8 am ... Daily Mass (HF)
8 am … Legion of Mary (SB • Meeting Room)
8:30 am ... Rosary (HF)
9 am ... Daily Mass (HF)
2 pm ... Legion of Mary (HF • Rooms 2/3)
7 pm … Rosary (HF)

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER  4 (ST. FRANCIS  OF  ASSISI)
7 am ... Rosary (SB • Chapel)
7:30 am ... Daily Mass (SB • Chapel)
8 am … Daily Mass (HF)
8:30 am … Rosary (HF)
9 am … Daily Mass (HF)
6:15 pm … Bingo Sales Begin • 7 pm … Game Begins (HF)

THURSDAY OCTOBER  5
8:30 am … Rosary (HF)
9 am … Daily Mass (HF)
7 pm ... Choir Rehearsal (HF • Rooms 2/3)
7 pm ... Religious Education Grades 7-8 (HF • JFK Middle School)

FRIDAY OCTOBER  6 (FIRST  FRIDAY)
7 am ... Rosary (SB • Chapel)
7:30 am ... Daily Mass (SB • Chapel)
8 am … Daily Mass (HF)
8:30 am … Rosary (HF)
9 am … Daily Mass (HF)
9:30 am … Exposition and Extended Adoration (HF)
3 pm ... Divine Mercy Chaplet, Benediction (HF)
3 pm ... Divine Mercy Chaplet (SB)

SATURDAY OCTOBER 7 (OUR LADY OF ROSARY • FIRST SATURDAY)
8:30 am … Daily Mass (HF)
4 pm … Confessions (SB, HF)
5 pm … Vigil Mass: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time (HF, SB)

SUNDAY OCTOBER 8 (27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME)
7:30 am … Mass (HF)
8 am … Mass (SB)
9 am … Mass (HF)
10:30 am … Mass (SB) • Followed by Rosary at Grotto (rain or shine)
11 am … Mass (HF)

SISTER THERESE MAKES
HOMEBOUND VISITS

Sister Therese Marie,
our parish pastoral as-

sociate, regularly visits our
homebound parishioners
and parishioners in nursing
homes. To schedule a
visit, please call the
SB parish office at
860-749-8353 M-F from
9 am-2 pm. 



DAILY MASS READINGS
MONDAY OCT. 2: Exodus 23:20-23 • Psalm 91 • Matthew 18:1-5, 10
TUESDAY OCT. 3: Zechariah 8:20-23 • Psalm 87 • Luke 9:51-56 
WEDNESDAY OCT. 4: Nehemiah 2:1-8 • Psalm 137 • Luke 9:57-62
THURSDAY OCT. 5: Nehemiah 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12 • Psalm 19 • Luke 10:1-12
FRIDAY OCT. 6: Baruch 1:15-22 • Psalm 79 • Luke 10:13-16
SATURDAY OCT. 7: Baruch 4:5-12, 27-29 • Psalm 69 • Luke 10:17-24
SUNDAY OCT 8: Isaiah 5:1-7• Psalm 80 • Philippians 4:6-9 • Matthew 21:33-43

You can access the Daily Mass Readings via our parish app, at our parish Web site
(www.sjjenfield.org) or by visiting the U.S. bishops’ Web site (www.usccb.org). 

MASSINTENTIONS
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 30
5 pm Vigil… Armand Roy 1st Anniversary (Requested by Family)—HF
5 pm Vigil ... Helen and Henry Bednarz (Requested by Family)—SB

SUNDAY OCTOBER 1 (26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME)
7:30 am … McCoy and Devenney Families (Requested by Family)—HF
8 am ... Bob Wilson Sr. (Requested by Barbara Wilson)—SB
9 am … Edward and Katherine Harris (Requested by Family)—HF
10:30 am ... Martha and Adam Polek & Claire Taylor (Requested by Barbara and
Richard Polek)—SB
11 am … St. Jeanne Jugan Parishioners—HF

MONDAY OCTOBER  2 (HOLY  GUARDIAN  ANGELS) 
7:30 am ... Louis Ragno (Requested by Daughter Susan)—SB
8 am …Michelle Scicdone (Requested by Joe Massaro)—HF
9 am … Clint and Pauline Wright (Requested by Terry Burnham)—HF

TUESDAY  OCTOBER 3
7:30 am ... John Liro, Birthday Memorial (Requested by Daughter Janie)—SB
8 am ... Roger Anderson (Requested by Family)—HF
9 am ... Sister Anastasia Holak (Requested by Alicia Ross)—HF

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER  4 (ST. FRANCIS  OF  ASSISI)
7:30 am ... George Winter (Requested by Figueroa Family)—SB
8 am … Susan Sachelli, 6th Anniversary (Requested by Mother)—HF
9 am … Michael Cleary (Requested by Family)—HF

THURSDAY OCTOBER  5 
9 am … Kellie Oppenheimer—(Requested by Mammano Family)—HF

FRIDAY OCTOBER  6 (FIRST  FRIDAY)
7:30 am ... St. Bernard Parishioners—SB
8 am …Lillian Albano (Requested by Lynn and Ron Bayeur)—HF
9 am … Raymond Jones (Requested by Family)—HF

SATURDAY OCTOBER  7 (OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY • FIRST  SATURDAY)
8:30 am … Joseph Tulka, 11th Annniversary (Requested by Vaghini Family)—HF
5 pm Vigil… Mr. and Mrs. George Dobidsky (Requested by Cindy and Ray Kaplan)—SB
5 pm Vigil ... Gage Rondeau (Requested by Scavetta Family)—HF

SUNDAY OCTOBER 8 (27TH SUNDAY  IN ORDINARY TIME)
7:30 am … St. Jeanne Jugan Parishioners—HF
8 am ... Irene Ragno (Requested by Daughter Susan)—SB
9 am …Carl and Virginia Yurack (Requested by Family)—HF
10:30 am ... Tom Moore (Requested by Irene and Children)—SB
11 am … Joshua Reynolds, 2nd Anniversary (Requested by Mother and Sisters)—HF

A LETTER TO 
ST. JEANNE JUGAN 
PARISHIONERS 
FROM DEACON RICHARD BOUCHER

In accordance with archdiocesan policy,I was asked by the Office of the Dia-
conate to submit my letter requesting re-
tirement since I will turn 75 during October.
      I have always found much joy and
blessings in my ministry. In addition to my
parish duties, I served as a Catholic chap-
lain in the Connecticut Department of Cor-
rection. I served at MacDougall-Walker in
Suffield and Carl Robinson and Willard-Cy-
bulski Correctional Institutions in Enfield. I
retired from this position this past May 1.

      
In my letter to the archbishop, I dis-

cussed my desire to continue to serve in
my ministry and mentioned that our pastor,
Father John Golas, supported my request.
I am pleased to report that Archbishop
Blair has granted me “Senior Deacon” sta-
tus starting this month and has approved
my request to continue to serve at
St. Jeanne Jugan Parish.

      
I thank all of you for your wonderful

support and kindness, and ask you to
please pray for me for this new chapter of
my life. I will keep you in my prayers. I look
forward to continue serving our newly
merged parish. Wishing you God’s bless-
ings, I am, sincerely,

                                         
Deacon Richard

RESPECT LIFE CONFERENCE
COMING UP IN MERIDEN

The 18th annual Respect Life Conference
will be presented by Our Lady of Angels’

Prolife
Outreach
Ministry in
South Meri-
den on Sat-
urday, Oct.

14 from 9 am-3 pm. Archbishop Leonard P.
Blair will celebrate Mass at noon. 

      
The keynote speaker will be Father

Tadeusz Pacholczyk, PhD, director of edu-
cation at the National Catholic Bioethics
Center in Philadelphia. 

      
The fee is $25, which includes hospital-

ity, exhibits, workshops and lunch. For more
information, please call 203-235-3822, x.
402.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Beth Chase, Director (SB)
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News
Iam very excited

to be starting my
15th year at St.
Bernard School
(SBS). My career
at SBS has in-
cluded teaching
7th and 8th grade
math and science
for eight years
and then moving
up to school ad-
ministrator. I hold
a bachelor’s de-
gree in elementary
education and
psychology from
Stonehill College. I
received a mas-
ter’s of education
in school adminis-
tration from Cen-
tral Connecticut
and a degree in
Catholic adminis-
tration from
Creighton Univer-
sity. My creden-
tials include state
certification in
Connecticut and

Massachusetts.

       
I am very

passionate about
my role at bot SBS
and Little Angels
PreSchool (LA).
I enjoy getting to
know and working
with all the chil-
dren and their
families. This year
is extra special
because two of
our new teachers
are SBS alums,
and I had the priv-
ilege of teaching
them in 7th and
8th grade! 

       
My vision for

SBS is to create a
warm family com-
munity where
children, families
and staff feel wel-
come and learning
becomes an ex-
tension of the
home. 

       
My husband

and I live with our
dog Cooper in
Southington. The
long commute al-

lows me time to
think and plan for
successful days
at school.

       
In my down-

time I enjoy at-
tending musicals
and plays. I have
had a season pass
at the Bushnell for
the past three
years now, and
when time allows
I also enjoy a trip
to Broadway.  My
other passion is
travel, and my
husband and I
travel as much as
possible during
the summer.

       
I am looking

forward to work-
ing with all our
current families
on making this
school year one of
the best! I love
SBS and LA and
am blessed to
have been doing
what I love for the
past 14 years.

A MESSAGE FROM
Charlene Mongillo,

Principal

Rev. John B. O’Connell Council 14600 in Windsor Locks will hold a fund-raising din-
ner for charity on Saturday, Oct. 14 at St. Robert Bellarmine Hall (52 South Elm
Street, Windsor Locks). The doors open at 5:30 pm and the buffet dinner begins at
6 pm. The price is $35 per person. All proceeds will be donated to various charities
including the Sisters of Life, Caring Families Ultrasound Van, Enfield Loaves and
Fishes and the Enfield Food Shelf. For tickets please contact either Joe at 860-573-
7276 or Mike at 860-741-2363.

AMERICAN LEGION BINGO TO BENEFIT FOOD PROGRAMS
On Friday, Oct. 27 at 6 pm at the American Legion (566 Enfield Street) there will be a
“Designer Purse Bingo” with proceeds benefiting Enfield and Suffield emergency
food relief programs. Ticket price is $35 for 10 games and stamper. 

K OF C HOSTING HARVEST DINNER FOR CHARITIES

SIGN UP FOR 
ARCHDIOCESAN 
WOMEN’S CONFERENCE

Registration is now
open for the first-ever

Archdiocesan Catholic
Women’s Conference to
be held Saturday, Nov. 4
from 9:30 am-4 pm at
the Hartford Marriott. The
day will include inspira-
tional speakers, all-day
eucharistic adoration and
confessions, and Arch-
bishop Leonard Blair will
offer a vigil Mass to close
out the event. The con-
ference fee is $50 and in-
cludes buffet lunch,
validated parking,
“women-centric” vendors
and more. 

      
To register please

visit www.OEECOnline.org,
or for more information
call 860-242-5573.

Call Mrs. Mongillo for a private tour. Allow her
to show you how our parish school is a perfect fit

for your children. Call 860-745-5275.



FIND MORE NEWS AND PHOTOS
ON OUR PARISH FACEBOOK PAGE.

DOWNLOAD OUR PARISH APP BY TEXTING THE WORD
APP TO 88202 AND FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS. 

PARISH SUPPORT
SEPT. 23-24

For the time being we will report the weekly
giving totals for St. Bernard (SB) and Holy Fam-
ily (HF) separately in this space. FYI: “Happy
House” is a free-will collection taken up at HF
to fund construction of simple, sturdy houses
in Haiti through the Haitian Health Foundation.
Gift cards for Dunkin Donuts, Big Y, Stop and
Shop, and Shop Rite are sold after Masses at
SB with proceeds going to St. Bernard School. 

Please visit sjjenfield.org to learn more

WEEKLY: $4,723 (SB) • $6,226 (HF)
ONLINE: $688 (HF) • $1,138 (SB)
HOPES: $3,977 (COMBINED HF, SB) 

HAPPY HOUSE: $385 (HF) 
GROCERY CARDS WEEKLY SALES/PROFIT:

$1,560/$83
YEAR-T0-DATE PROFIT: $3,834 (SB)

BOX OF JOY IS BACK  
Box of Joy will be launching next week-
end (Oct. 7-8) at Holy Family. Through
your generosity, we filled 387 Christmas
gift boxes last year for children in Haiti,
Central America and elsewhere. We
hope to exceed that this year! Volun-
teers are needed. If interested, please
call Lou Michaud at 860-749-0479
or email Paula LaJoie at
paula.lajoie@cox.net. Thank you in ad-
vance for your help. 

Through the saving waters of Baptism,
we welcome into God’s family:

Bain Winston Frobel
Harrison Thomas Frobel 

Greyson Matthew Luneau 
Joseph Arthur Pion


